
How futures materialize: 
a case of renewable energy in Denmark

Dr. Sietske Veenman

Radboud University Nijmegen

Geography, Planning, Environment

Milan, 12‐10‐2018



Futures thinking



New way of futures thinins

• Futures is open, yet not empty

• Futures in the making

• Different futures are lurking in the present

• Stores are the bridge between future and present



Conceptual framework: Rosenbloom et al., 2016



Denmark: contextual factors

• Three crises

• Tradition in small‐scale experimental infrastructure

• Welfare

• Anything that works



The beginning

• Actors: networks

• Combination of moral and technological stories

• Getting things done

• Story of economic profit and ‘getting the factors right’

• Link to contextual factors



Diffusion

• Grassroot initiatives: learning by doing

• Multi‐level aspect

• National level:

• Alternative policy plans

• Stories: energy security, economic profit and benefit

• ‘getting the facts right’

• Semi‐coherence of the regime

• Link to contextual factors



Consolidation

• Ban on nuclear energy (1985)

• Institutes and policy

• Stories

• Contextual factores



Conclusion

• Stories play a key‐role

• Two types of stories: Convincing and mobilising

• Actor:multi‐level

• Policy‐informed aspect important

• Link regime and landscape to the future frame

• Different futures are lurking in the present: which one do we want to stimulate?
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